Previous results from research on individuals with Asperger syndrome (AS) suggest a diminished ability for recalling episodic autobiographical memory (AM). The primary aim of this study was to explore autobiographical memory in individuals with Asperger syndrome and specifically to investigate whether memories in those with AS are characterized by fewer episodic 'remembered' events (due to a deficit in autonoetic consciousness). A further aim was to examine whether such changes in AM might also be related to changes in identity, due to the close relationship between memory and the self and to the established differences in self-referential processes in AS. Eleven adults with AS and fifteen matched comparison participants were asked to recall autobiographical memories from three lifetime periods and for each memory to give either a remember response (autonoetic consciousness) or a know response (noetic consciousness). The pattern of results shows that AS participants recalled fewer memories and that these memories were more often rated as known, compared to the comparison group. AS participants also showed differences in reported identity, generating fewer social identity statements and more abstract, trait-linked identities. The data support the view that differences in both memory and reported personal identities in AS are characterized by a lack of specificity.
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Introduction
Autism is a neurodevelopmental disorder characterized by repetitive patterns of behaviour, and impairments in both social reciprocal interaction, and verbal and non-verbal communications, all present from early childhood (American Psychiatric Association, 2000; World Health Organization, 1993) . Autism is also characterized by atypical functioning within the domain of memory. However, despite its clear everyday importance for the healthy functioning of individuals (see for example, Conway, 2005), autobiographical memory in Autism has seldom been formally investigated. Autobiographical memory allows individuals to define themselves in relation to others and to their own personal life story. According to the Self-Memory-System (SMS) framework recently reviewed by Conway (2005) , autobiographical memory is structured in a hierarchical organisation. Lifetime periods (e.g., being a student at a university) can be used to access more specific autobiographical knowledge called general events (e.g., writing lab reports). These general events are then used as a cue to access event-specific knowledge (ESK), defined as sensory-perceptual episodic memories (e.g., arriving at university with your parents and being nervous). * Corresponding author. Tel.: +44 0113 343 5729.
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Studies investigating AM in autism revealed that children and adults with autism have difficulties in recalling events and facts from their personal life. For example, Bruck, London, Landa, and Goodman (2007) investigated autobiographical memory in children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) using a questionnaire in which children were asked to provide life facts (e.g., 'What is your mother's name?') and narratives of life events (e.g., 'What happened at your last birthday party?'). Results showed that, overall, children with ASD recalled fewer autobiographical memories and that these memories were characterized by a lack of detail. Moreover, compared to memories for recent events, memories for early-life events were very poor. Results also showed that children with ASD had difficulties recalling personal factual knowledge. In a study involving only adults with Asperger syndrome (AS), Goddard, Howlin, Dritschel, and Patel (2007) showed a diminished ability for recalling episodic autobiographical memories in this population. Finally, a recent study by Crane and Goddard (2008) has highlighted the dissociation between personal factual knowledge and episodic memories. In their study, personal facts and episodic memories were assessed in a group of adults with autism and a matched comparison group, using an autobiographical memory interview (CAMI; Bekerian, Dhillon, & O'Neill (2001) ), an episodic memory narrative task, and an autobiographical fluency task (Dritschel, Williams, Baddeley, & Nimmo-Smith, 1992) . Findings from the fluency and episodic memory narrative tasks showed a personal episodic memory deficit in the ASD group, while personal semantic
